From: Jennifer Nimmo

To: City Clerk; City Council

Cc: Stacy Nimmo

Subject: [EXTERNAL] comments for tonight"s city council meeting

Date: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 1:57:10 PM

Attachments: Data Points for Removed Sites from 2022 draft.pdf
Petition.pdf

Subjects: Concerns Regarding the Housing Element Plan for Sausalito
Support for ViewSync, with one caveat concern

Dear City Council Members,

We are writing to express our concerns about the current Housing Element Plan proposed for Sausalito
as well as to share a few comments on ViewSync.

Housing Element
While we understand the need to meet state housing requirements, we believe the current plan needs
reconsideration to better address community needs and minimize negative impacts on our city.

First, more than 50% of the housing units in the plan are concentrated in the northern tip of Sausalito,
particularly in and around MLK Park. Sausalito’s northern tip above Mollie Stone's already has a high
concentration of affordable housing, and now the city plans to add 2.3 times more units to this area
compared to mid and south Sausalito. Concentrating housing in northern Sausalito not only strains local
resources, it also goes against California’s Housing and Community Development (HCD) guidelines and
the goals of Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH). Concentrating the majority of affordable
housing in one area risks creating an overcrowded, isolated community, reducing diversity and failing to
meet fair, inclusive housing goals for the entire city.

Sausalito Municipal Code 10.20.020 mandates the protection of parks and recreational facilities. The MLK
Park development violates this by removing current parking and requiring new lots, which would further
reduce public park space and impact recreational facilities.

MLK Park is in the city’s highest wildfire risk zone and has experienced two evacuations in the past five
years with little notice. During rush hour, northbound Bridgeway backs up, often blocking evacuation
routes. Adding any substantial number of housing units to this area would increase traffic congestion,
potentially trapping residents and emergency vehicles during a fire.

Joan Cox shared that the Rotary Village was the model for what might be developed in MLK Park, which
seems reasonable. That project contains 22 units, parking and a clubhouse building in just under an acre.
If the space for site 84 is 1.88 acres, that does not equate to 80 or 90 units, much less 181.

We also have concerns about the fact that the appendix notes on site 84 reference a potential for 2.5-3
acres for the site. That is a significant difference and raises more concerns.

Our neighbors share these concerns, as well. At last count, ninety-nine of them have signed a petition
requesting more equitable housing distribution in Sausalito, and more signatures are being gathered.
Please see attached.

Development in select Marinship properties south of Harbor Drive, and the city's 150+ owned properties
offer a prime opportunity to revitalize the working waterfront. Utilizing these underdeveloped areas like
long term storage and empty office parks, would boost the local economy and provide much-needed
housing without the risks posed by high-density development in wildfire-prone areas like MLK Park. This
shift would support long-term sustainability and better distribute affordable housing across the city.
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The following individuals have signed a peittion requiesting
more equitable housing distribution in Sausalito.
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It hasn’t been spoken about much, but the existing building on site 84 has historical significance as part of
the marinship. The property is on record as being a "historical resource." The building was assessed by
Verplank Consulting as being eligible for the California Register in the Marinship Survey of 2011. This
finding was confirmed by the Sausalito City Council when they adopted the historic context statement and
survey. The building's historical status is recorded in the Office of Historic Preservation's Built
Environment Directory (BERD) for Marin County.

To be clear, we could be supportive of housing in opportunity site 84 in MLK Park, but only with a
dramatically lower number of units. To accomplish this, we urge the city to consider alternative sites for
housing development, including the long list of previously considered sites that have been removed (see
attached for a quick snapshot of some of those sites, highlighting those highly ranked). There are a
number of underutilized spaces in Sausalito that could accommodate new units without compromising
public spaces like parks or increasing safety risks.

We respectfully request that the council revisit the plan to ensure a more equitable, safe, and sustainable
approach to development.

ViewSync

ViewSync is a fantastic tool we have witnessed first hand. We are so grateful to the creative minds who
thought to take on this challenge and create something we can effectively utilize. We fully support the
incorporation of objective view protection standards, assuming whatever standard of protection is put into
place will be upheld consistently for every resident of Sausalito. Knowing the city is considering raising
height limitations in northern Sausalito to make room for the hundreds of units in the housing element, we
worry that northern Sausalito will be discriminated against and the tool and protection standards will
somehow be lessened or not upheld in that area. There are single family homes in northern Sausalito that
are not “high-upon-a-hill” yet still have beautiful water and Tiburon views. These views deserve to be
protected just as much as any other view. Please set a standard you can live with across the entirety of
Sausalito and do not discriminate.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jennifer and Stacy Nimmo
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The following individuals have signed a peittion requiesting
more equitable housing distribution in Sausalito.
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